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Conservation regime

• Protected species with national conservation objective
• Derogation shooting possible as a measure for scaring (but rather irrelevant with

small numbers present nowadays)
• Damage on grassland or crops can be compensated for (but irregular pattern

nowadays, due to small numbers present)
• 4 SPAs designated for the species (all in Province of Friesland), mainly night

roosts
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Abundance and trends

Seasonal averages and smoothed trend + c.l., 
based on counts Sep-Mar (~ goose days)

Seasonal maxima: sharp decline from 2010/11 
onwards, now ~ 3000-5000

?
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Distribution

Distribution (2016/17-2020/21, left) and changes
in local numbers (right) since 2009/10

Seasonal averages (counts) and number of 5x5 km 
squares reported (waarneming.nl)



7-8 October 2024    Levanger, Norway

AEWA European Goose Management Platform

Main changes coming along with lower abundance
Species has become more a 
winter visitor compared to earlier
times

2009/10

2021/22

Monthly numbers (bar) compared to
average and min/max previous five
seasons (line + area)

Less dependent on grassland for
feeding but since about 2015 
increasingly found feeding on 
crops (harvest remains sugar
beet, maize)
Associated with Tundra Bean 
Goose when seen outside the
traditional wintering sites in 
Friesland and Zuid-Holland
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