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Online platform for all 
observations, mainly 

from amateurs

o Basically reflects the 
observers’ activities

o Still rather useful in some 
contexts…



The context in which monitoring takes place

All sites
Monitoring sponsored by 
o The Norwegian Environment Agency (national)
o The County Governors (regional)
o Research Council in some years (Vesterålen and Trøndelag)
o All data adds to EGMP where, and when, relevant

Data also included in various research projects and scientific studies

Student theses (bachelor, master, PhD)



Organisation of fieldwork

Vesterålen
SPRING
Goose counts/ring readings: at present- mainly by one person 
(barnacle & pink-footed goose)

Dropping counts: (assessments for the subsidy scheme)
5-7 persons, researcher + municipality staff

SUMMER
Counts & juvenile assessments: mainly by one person 
(greylag goose) (project related…) 

Johnny Bakken



Organisation of fieldwork

Trøndelag
SPRING (pink-footed goose)

Goose counts: 4-5 persons (contracts) at the coordinated count day (PfG)

Ring readings: mainly by one person (contract)

AUTUMN (pink-footed and greylag goose)

Goose counts/ring readings: 2 persons (contracts)

Per Ivar Nicolaisen



Organisation of fieldwork

Southern Norway
Goose counts: (greylag goose, barnacle goose)

mainly by a network of volunteers

Age assessments: 
(greylag goose)

one or two researchers

Ingunn Tombre©

Ingunn Tombre©



Census scheme
Vesterålen, spring
o Spring counts of barnacle geese and pink-footed geese
o Limited area available for geese
o All sites visited (including the zeros!)
o 7-10 counts each spring; daily averages

Ingunn Tombre©

Johnny Bakken©



All location names
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Census scheme
Vesterålen, spring
o Goose droppings & The Subsidy Scheme
o Counts within 2m radius circles at several

hundred fields (average per field)
o Mobile phone application
o One municipality collects and calculates

(three rates) Ingunn Tombre©

Ingunn Tombre©

Sortland municipality©



The subsidy
Three different rates based 

on avarages per field 
(last three years) 

Sortland municipality©Sortland municipality©



Census scheme
Vesterålen, summer
o Project-based:

Assessment of timing of hunting start and wing development after moulting

o Includes counts and juvenile assessments of greylag geese (2-3 days…)

Ove Martin Gundersen© Ove Martin Gundersen©



Census scheme

Trøndelag, spring
(pink-footed goose)

o «Vacuum cleaning» the region for PfG
o Part of the Norwegian monitoring
o EGMP input
o Annually

o Count: one day
o Ring reading: daily, one month



Field 
observations 

by 
Jørgen Peter 

Kjeldsen

Satellite-tagged pink-footed geese 
compiled by Jørgen Peter Kjeldsen



Census scheme

Trøndelag, autumn
(pink-footed and greylag goose)

Counts and site-use, ring reading, hunting activities, etc.
o Part of the Norwegian monitoring
o EGMP input
o Annually, 7-10 days 

(from mid-September to end of October)

Ingunn Tombre©
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Census scheme

Southern Norway, summer
(greylag and barnacle goose)

o «Vacuum cleaning»
o Part of the regional monitoring
o EGMP input; juvenile assessments greylag geese

o Annually or every second year… varies…
o Count: one weekend
o Juvenile assessments: 2-3 days

Gørli E. Bruun Andersen©



No roost counts…



Techniques to overcome gaps in coverage

Aiming for (as much as possible!) standard and systematic registrations providing less 
need for extrapolation and modelling…

Estimation of 
the greylag goose population in Norway is in 

progress

Here we need both
extrapolation and modelling! 

Must come back to this….



Age-ratios

Tøndelag
BirdLife Norway (Paul Shimmings)

Make sure you get a representative sample of flocks of 
varying sizes. Small flocks often have a larger proportion 
of young birds. 

In larger flocks (500 birds and upwards) you should aim 
either to age the whole flock or sample from different 
parts of the flock.... Dominant individuals and families of 
geese will be on the edges of the flocks.... vital to sample 
from different parts of the flock in order to get a 
representative sample.  

Kjell Heggelund©



Kjell Heggelund



Age-ratios

Vestfold and Telemark (southern Norway)
o Smaller and scattered flock
o Register «whatever we find» and compile it all afterwards…

Frode Arnesen



Data flow and storage

o Data validated and available following the various reporting deadlines 
(often mid-November)

o EGMP-requests as appropriate!  

Gørli E. Bruun Andersen


