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EG Barnacle Goose Task Force Report & recommendations

The agreed aims of the Task Force are:

• 1) Assist the EGM IWG in coordinating and catalysing the implementation of the ISSMP for the 

Barnacle Goose and its corresponding AFMPs for the respective populations under the EGMP;

• 2) Assist the EGM IWG in stimulating and supporting Range States in the implementation of the 

ISSMP for the Barnacle Goose and its corresponding AFMP for the respective population(s); and

• 3) Monitor and report on the implementation of these activities to the EGM IWG, as appropriate.
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• The task force has had one meeting since the last IWG

• Task Force members have also contributed to Agricultural Task Force meetings and webinars 

over the past year

• Work outwith meetings has focused on finalising the EG Barnacle Goose IPM and developing an 

Impact model.
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• Greenland barnacle goose population model completed

• Impact model in development – partnership between NatureScot (UK) and NINA (Norway)

• HPAI
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Impact model BG (retrospective analyses based on existing data)

• Exclosure experiments: grass heights in grazed vs. exclosed (Islay & Vesterålen Norway)

• Yield loss in relation to a goose abundance proxy

Model predictions of treatment effects

on grass heights at Islay:
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Model predictions of the 

relationship between goose 

droppings and grass heigths

Model predictions of grazing 

pressure on yield loss

Model predictions of the effect 

of the cumulative droppings

(m2) on the difference in grass

height between exclosed and 

grazed plots

Dropping densities translated to number of 

geese (Baveco et al. 2011) 

Grass differences (exclosure-grazed) 

converted to yield loss based on 

modelled relationship from Vesterålen. 
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Recommendations – Actions by IWG

• Follow work plan as set out in previous slides – consider how we respond to HPAI

• Agree process for using the EG Barnacle Goose IPM

• Complete Impact Model

• Develop IPM for the Svalbard barnacle goose population
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