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• Range States and Management Units

Population Status and Offtake Assessment of the NW/SW European 
Population of Greylag Goose

Doc. AEWA/EGMIWG/9.8
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Population FRPs and targets

Breeding Season FRPs: 
31,100 pairs for MU1
72,980 pairs for MU2 

Wintering FRP:
370,400 individuals

Targets:
70,000 pairs for MU1 
80,000 pairs for MU2
Wintering population size ~545,000 
individuals 



EGM IWG9 * 18-20 June 2024 * Tromsø, Norway

AEWA European Goose Management Platform

Population Status
MU1 - breeding
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Population Status
MU2 - breeding
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Population Status
Winter
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Productivity
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Offtake
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Harvest scenarios
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Estimating Greylag Goose Breeding Population Size and Productivity

Doc. AEWA/EGMIWG/9.10
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Greylag Goose post-breeding counts and age ratio surveys in MU1
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Recommendations for future monitoring

• Post-breeding counts

Norway: Improve model-based estimates of the post-breeding population, providing updated estimates on an 
annual basis or at least biannually (in the latter case coinciding with population counts in Denmark).

Finland: Continue to organise counts in August and improve our general understanding of the migration 
patterns of the NW/SW European population of Greylag Goose. The developed models may help to provide an 
improved overall estimate for the post-breeding population size of MU1. 

Sweden: Maintain annual population count in September, but investigating whether the count could be moved 
to August (in line with the Danish NOVANA count). 

Denmark: Maintain biannual population count in August, but investigating whether returning to the annual 
population counts would be feasible
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Recommendations for future monitoring

• Age ratios
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• Use of GPS-tagged birds (detection rate, migration routes)

Recommendations for future monitoring

Finland: Continue to organise counts in August 
and assess detection probability based on 
information from GPS-tagged individuals. The 
survey is valuable to our general understanding 
of the migration patterns of the NW/SW 
European population of Greylag Goose.

Sweden: Focus on determining which 
proportions of the Finnish and Swedish 
breeding populations are found in Sweden 
during the September count by use of GPS-
tagged individuals.
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Estimating number of breeding pairs
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Estimating number of breeding pairs

• Breeding propensity
• Age structure
• Summer survival

2022 

MU1
540,115 individuals
Estimated number of breeding pairs: 132,146 (113,348 – 150,862).

MU2
768,956 individuals 
Estimated number of breeding pairs: 182,758 (145,291 – 203,469). 
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