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Introduction  

The role of the Agriculture Task Force is to assist the AEWA European Goose Management International 

Working Group (EGM IWG), and the species-specific Task Forces and processes in the European Goose 

Management Platform (EGMP). In this document, an overview is given of activities since the 8th Meeting of 

the European Goose Management International Working Group, which took place on 20-22 June 2023 in Bonn, 

Germany. A draft workplan for 2024/2025 is also presented. 

1. Status of the Task Force Membership 

The Task Force currently has 27 members with representatives from 10 Range States, 4 non-governmental 

organisations (BirdLife International, Copa Cogeca, FACE and Wetlands International), the EGMP Data 

Centre and the AEWA Secretariat. There have been some changes in the Task Force membership since the 

previous report. There is no longer a representative from the Wadden Sea Forum (WSF) since the WSF General 

Assembly’s resolution to close the WSF by 31 December 2023. From the Netherlands’ Fauna Fund, Ida van 

Ommeren has replaced Mark Westebring, and, from BirdLife International, Barbara Herrero has replaced Ariel 

Brunner. Following Olesya Petrovych’s departure, Vasiliy Kostiushyn is currently the only representative from 

Ukraine. An overview of members as of April 2024 is presented in Annex 1. 

2. Meetings 

The Agriculture Task Force was represented in the joint online meeting of EGMP Task Forces on 4 March 

2024. A joint meeting was feasible and resource efficient, as much of the information from the Data Centre 

and the AEWA Secretariat is common for all task forces. There have also been some email correspondences 

between group members, especially regarding the arrangements of a webinar.  

 

Members attending a joint online meeting of the EGMP Task Forces (Photo: Shenay Huseynova ©). 
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3. Report of key activities and outcomes 

Communication, outreach and webinars 

Agriculture Task Force-related information and knowledge have been communicated by Task Force members 

locally and regionally in the different Range States. Members of the Task Force also participated in the EGMP 

Goose Monitoring Workshop arranged from 22-24 November 2023 at Dragør Badehotel/Copenhagen Airport 

Hotel. More information about this workshop, including presentations, can be found on the EGMP website 

(https://egmp.aewa.info/egmp-monitoring-workshop).   

Members of the Agriculture Task Force actively participated in the webinar on impact models arranged back-

to-back with EGM IWG8 in Bonn. Here, available data and knowledge of the impacts of geese foraging on 

crops in various Range States were the main topic. A separate report is being developed for scientific 

publication in 2024/2025. 

The Webinar Planning Group established within the Task Force has received a long list of suggestions for 

webinar topics. A webinar is planned for early June 2024 dedicated to sharing experiences on the establishment 

of accommodation areas for geese and the use of repelling techniques. 

Information about relevant studies on geese 

The overview of information about relevant studies on geese and farmland, both peer-reviewed papers and 

“grey literature”, now consists of 91 items, with numbers increasing gradually. At EGM IWG8 it was suggested 

that this overview should contain activities on EGMP species, not necessarily restricted to the interface with 

agriculture. The EGMP Communication Contact Group will decide how the file shall be made available; either 

on Sharepoint for EGMP members or as an online Google Doc with public access.  

Another considered option is to create a literature repository for EGMP, including the grey and peer-reviewed 

publications. A «Zotero library» can be established, that is a free, open-access reference manager. Creation of 

thematic folders has been discussed for upload of publications.  The library could then be used to share the 

relevant publications with the EGMP members. This option will be discussed at the next Communication 

Contact Group meeting and will also be briefly presented at EGM IWG9 in Tromsø. 

4. Recommendations 

The Agriculture Task Force would like to recommend the following to the EGM IWG: 

➢ The Task Force continues to work on the activities referred to above and described in the proposed 

Workplan (see Table 1). 

 

  

https://egmp.aewa.info/egmp-monitoring-workshop
https://www.zotero.org/
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5. Draft Workplan 2024/2025 

Below is an overview of related and relevant tasks and actions for the Agriculture Task Force. Activity actions 

are copied from the Task Force Workplan.   

Table 1. Draft Workplan for 2024/2025 of the Agriculture Task Force  
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Annex 1. Members of the Agriculture Task Force as of May 2024 

 
 


